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against the treacherous glow that is felt by the mere excavator,
and to admit nothing that has failed to give me pleasure or enter-
tainment, or to insure a living interest."
Among the famous writers who figure conspicuously in Pro-
fessor Elton's pages are Carlyle, Macaulay, Froude, Ruskin,
Matthew Arnold, Pater, Tennyson, the Brownings, the Rossettis,
William Morris, Swinburne, Dickens, Wilkie Collins, Charles
Reade, Thackeray, George Eliot, and Meredith. Others are
dealt with in due proportion, whether they be philosophers, men
of science, historians, churchmen, critics, poets, or novelists.
As has been said, the general aim of the two works is critical—
they are a series of judgments and appreciations—but there is
also an historical background and setting; and a mass of notes,
printed at the end of each volume, and meant primarily for
scholars, gives further evidence on points of detail as well as
some bibliographical guidance. The text, however, it is hoped
will not be found by the more general reader to be overloaded
with learned matter.
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